WEXFORD MAGISTRACY. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 31 Match 1835 -,—for, 

COPIES of CoiiRESPONDENCE between the Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
Wexford, or any Magistrates thereof, Sub-Inspector or other Officer of Police 
therein, and the Chief or Under Secretary for Ireland, relating to the Appoint- 
ment of a Stipendiary Magistrate. 

COPIES of Police Reports of said County of Wexford, from 1st January 
last to the present date, so far as the same relate to the state of the. County 
in respect to its general tranquillity or the contrary. 



MEMORANDUM. 

C APTAIN Roberts, chief magistrate of police, had been stationed in the county 
of Wexford during the general election in January last, for the purpose of pre- 
serving the peace. At the latter end of that month, information was communi- 
cated to Sir Henry Hardinge, of an intention to assassinate an individual ; and in 
consequence orders were given, on the 3d of February, to Captain Roberts to 
remain in the county, and to remove from the place where he had been previously 
stationed, to the neighbourhood in which that individual resided. The communi- 
cation having been of a strictly confidential character, it is not included in this 
return. For a similar reason, a name is omitted in two of the following letters. 

JVm. Gosset. 



Dear Sir, Castleboro’, Enniscorthy, Feb. 19th. 

I HAD yesterday a letter from Mr. Roberts, to state his being ordered to New 
Ross, as chief magistrate of police. I have heard of no meeting of magistrates or 
any circumstance to make such an appointment necessary ; but probably it is only 
temporary, or connected with some arrangements in the county of Kilkenny. 

There was a barbarous murder near Ross on the night of the fair ; but with that 
exception, and the riots and excitements during the election, which have now sub- 
sided everywhere, (I believe even in New Ross), the county of Wexford is in a 
state of much quiet as respects outrage to person or property. 

I beg to say there are eight magistrates resident, or generally so, near Ross, 
many in the immediate town or vicinity, and the furthest only four miles distant. 

I am, &c. 

Sir W. Gosset. (signed) Carew. 



305. 



C. ToUmham, d. l., 
H. Lambert, d. l., 
/. H. Talbot, D. L., 
J. Usher, 

Ja. Talbot, - 
J. St. G. Deane, 

Ed. Keogh, - 
T. Brehon, - 
W. M. Glascott, 



New Ross, R. 
Carnagh, r. 
one mile and a half, 
two miles, r. 
one mile, r. 
two miles, u. 

New Ross, R. 
one mile, r. 
five miles, r. 
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2 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

My dear Lord, Dublin, 21 February 1835. 

I HAVE received your Lordship’s letter of the 19th instant, and have to apolo- 
gise lor not having communicated with you previously to sending Mr. Roberts to 
New Ross. He was sent there m consequence of a representation to Sir Henry 

Hardinge by — , pointing out the pressing necessity for having a stipendiary 

magistrate at that place. Yesterday called upon me rMarding some 

matter unconnected with the question, when I requested him to put himself in 
communication with you, in order that the Government might obtain through you 
information on which the question of Mr. Roberts’ continuance for the present 
could be decided. ^ 

I have, &c. 



My dear Sir, Castleboro’, Enniscorthy, March 1st. 

I liECEtvED your letter of the 21st of February, and have had no communication 

from since. But it is of no consequence, as, although no one has a hi»her 

regard than I have for my friend , it cannot alter my public views. ° 

Immediately after the election, I wrote to Sub-inspector Captain Hamilton, and 
to the chief constable of the barony. Captain Hatton, to say that I was certain 
the excitement would subside speedily, and that there would be no present 
outrages ; for that the same exertions that were used to excite electioneering 
feelings, would now be used to prevent outrage, which would recoil on the per- 
petrators. The monthly police, report for January, from the difiijrent baronies, to 
winch you can refer, confirms my view in every particular, and is very satisfactory, 
and I have no doubt the present will be equally so. I called upon Mr. Roberts 
last Monday, in Ross. No outrage of even common importance had occurred, 
with the exception of a man who was found dead after the fair of Ross. Captain 
Roberts and Mr. Keogh were employed in the investigation. Some said that he 
tell off the wall, and was killed ; others, that he was murdered ; but on this point 
you have of course seen the informations, which were not concluded when I was 
there. 

Mr._ Hatton, the chief constable of the district, has been in Dublin ; and the 
very circumstance of so excellent and vigilant an officer being absent on leave, is 
in nselt prima facie evidence of tranquillity. 

As it was unintentional not communicating with me sooner, I shall of course 
say nothing more. One of the chief reasons for appointing Lieutenants was, that 
the Government should have confidential and responsible persons with whom to 
communicate, instead of, as formerly, irresponsible individuals, however respect- 
able. I need not say, that I have never spared my own exertions ^ and you know 
that when the county was so much disturbed two years ago, the then Chief 
Secretary, Mr. Stanley, complimented me in the House. I am always ready to do 
duty, but 1 must also protest against any unnecessary expense to the county. 
RoT^ ^ ^ numerous resident magistrates near 

Lam, &c. 

Sir William Gosset. (signed) Carem. 



Dublin Castle, 4 March 1835. 

^ The Lieutenant of the county of Wexford having represented that j'our ser- 
vices are not required at New Ross, I am to signify the Lords’ Justices desire, 
that after the 10th of this month, you will remove from that town. 

I have, &c. 

Captain Roberts, New Ross. (signed) rVm. Gosset. 
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COPIES OF POLICE REPORTS. 



Sii'j Enniscorthy, 3 January 1835. 

Last night an attempt was made tb rob the house of Mr. J. Haughton, the 
postmaster at Ferns. The robbers effected an entrance through the roof by taking 
off the slates ; and they had not time to effect their object, as they took away 
only one piece of calico. Mr. Haughton’s postboy, in going out in)the morning 
to meet the coach to Dublin, disturbed the robbers, and met one of them when 
making his escape. This man (John Pepper) is at present in custody, and is 
cousin to J. Feltus, who committed the late robberies on the lord of Ferns ; and 
there is every reason to suppose that Feltus himself was of the gang. 

I sent a strong party to scour the neighbourhood of Ferns in search of the gang, 
but without success. 

I am, &c. 

To Captain Hamilton, Sub-Inspector, (signed) Kelly, C. C. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, Enniscorthy, 4 January 1 835. 

Mat I request that you will be pleased to ascertain, through the medium of Sir 
John Harvey, whether I may be permitted to hold out a pecuniary inducement 
privately to any person who would “ set” John Feltus, who is committing such 
depredations in the neighbourhood of Ferns, and who has contrived to elude tlie 
utmost viligance of the police, w'ho are incessantly in search of him? He is still 
in the neighbourhood. 

I am, &c. 

Captain Hamilton, Sub-Inspector, (signed) Wm. Kelly, C. C. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Sir, ■ Arihurstown, u January 1835. 

In the absence of my father, I beg leave to report to you, that on the night of 
Friday the 9th instant, about the hour of six o’clock, an attempt w^as made to set 
on fire the dwelling-house of William Walsh, of St. Kearnis, parish of Tintern, 
and barony of Shelburne. 

I beg to state that the Tintern police were on patrol to the same house, and 
arrived there in about ten minutes after the attempt w^as made, and apprehended 
two men (Patrick Byrne and Patrick Larkin), who were committed to Wexford 
gaol by Jacob Wm. Goff, esq., on the information of Walsh’s daughter. 

The police constantly patrol about Walsh’s place, although several attempts 
were made before to set his house on fire. 

I have, &c. 

Captain Hamilton. (signed) Thomas R. Barry, Const. 



Sir, New Ross, i-3 January 1835. 

I BEG leave to state for your information, that the barn, stable and cowhouse 
of William Byrne, of Bree, parish of Bree, barony of Bantry, were maliciously set 
on fire and consumed, by some person or persons unknown ; also two cows and 
one horse nearly burned to death, on the night of the 10th or morning of the 1 ith 
instant. 

I could not leave this town, in consequence of the contested election, to inspect, 
&c. the premises. 

I am, &c. 

Captain Hamilton. (signed) /. H. Hatton, C. C. 

A 2 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 




New Ross, 14 January 1834. 

The following is a copy of a threatening notice found posted on the lands of 
Ballyddnny, parisli Templeodegan, barony Bantry. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hatton, 

C. C. New Ross District. 

“ Any landholder agreeing to pay tithes by the request of his landlord will be 
consumed by lire, or any man showing the bounds of the parish to O’Reardon for 
the purpose of getting tithes, will get a more sudden death than Foot, they may' 
depend upon it. No tithes : — moderate rent : — no turn out. Capt. Strong." 



Sir, New Ross, Wednesday, 11 February 1835. 

I BEG leave to state for your information, that a most brutal murder was 
committed last night at Cuywell, adjoining this town. 

The unfortunate victim, Patrick Fitzgerald, of the Mangers, one mile from this 
town, Major Warburton’s estate, left this about seven o’clock yesterday evenino', 
and was discovered at an early hour this morning in a mutilated state, his neck* 
dislocated, leg broken, and his face and head much disfigured by cuts of a blunt 
instrument. 

1 have arrested several persons on suspicion. They are to be brought forward 
for examination to-morrow, when 1 shall report the result. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hatton, 

C. C. Ross District, 



New Ross, 15 February 1835. 

The coroner’s jury returned a verdict yesterday to the following effect : “ That 
the deceased, Patrick Fitzgerald, was found on the morning of the 1 1 th instant 
with dislocation of the first and second vertebras, and a fracture of the right leg ; 
which, for want of sufficient evidence, the jury are unable to decide were caused 
by accident or the act of others.” 

I have arrested two men under very suspicious circumstances, one of, whom has 
admitted that he found the hat of the deceased on the spot it is supposed the man 
was murdered; and he further admits that he found the hat on the night of the 
10th instant, and at the precise hour it is thought the man had arrived at the 
fatal spot. They are committed for further examination, and I have every reason 
to hope one of them will give useful evidence. 

Major Browm, c. si. is here, and I have arranged with him to send one of the 
men to Kilkenny gaol, to prevent persons interfering with him. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) J. H. Hatton, 

C. C. Ross District. 



Capt. Hamilton, 
&c. &c. &c. 



_ Gorey, 3 March 1834. 

I BEG to inform you, that on the night of the 2d instant some persons as yet 
unknown came to^the house of a man named Keegan, residing at Bolenry, in the 
parish of Oorey. The party ordered his servant boy to, quit his master’s employ- 
ment before the 25th March, (if not) that he might mark the consequence. On 
then leaving the place, they broke one of his windows, and fired a shot. 

Keegan lately took a fai-m, and employed a stranger to take care of it, which is 
the cause of the attack. 

I am, &c. 



Captain Hamilton, 
Suh-Inspector. 



(signed) pT 7 n. Bagge, 

Chief Constafile. 
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Sir, 






Sir William Gossetj k. h. 



' ■ I have, &c, - 

(signed) J. Haney, \. Q. 



, Arthurstown. 20 March r 84 c. 

1 BEG leave to inform yom that on the niaht of FriHav the , 

a ter nightfall an attempt, was made to set%n fire the i.el i lt'^^^^^ 

Dalton near the edge of the bog of Boley, parish of Tintern, bafony of fhelbu™ 
On my healing of it I proceeded there, and made every possible innuirv The 
only cause of this attempt was, that the above poor woman Tave a S'" 
kdging to a woman of the name of Mary Walsh, who is sister to William Walsh 

Byrne and Larkin, for Lui^gte to hhS^^ 

cause ‘“'<1 

I have, &c. 



Captain Hamilton, 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) 



Robert Barry, 

Chief Constable. 



„ 5 "’ , . , Enniscorthy, 2,2 March 1835. 

On last night, between the hours of 12 and one o’clock the ho„.e r 

family and concerns would most probably have been destroyed ^ 

borne late division of lands is supposed to have been the nf ti.i. ♦ 

I have apprised each magistrate of?his district of the circumstance ^ 



Captain Hamilton, 
Sub-Inspector. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) JVm. Kelly. 



T ' \ ■ r Taghmon, 24 March 18^'). 

dweirn;h“out™jrrCe^:^^^^^^^ 

Bajyy, was maliciously set on fire, and the roof partially 00^11010“ ^ 

Byrne is about three years m possession of the premises, from which the former 
tenants were ejected, and had previously received [wo threatening notices 

I have, &c. 

Captain Hamilton, Sub-Inspector, (sianed) 

&c. &C. &c. ^ 6 / 

Wexford. 



J. H. Bracken, 
Second Class, C. C. P. 



305. 
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CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 



FKOM THE INSPECTOR-GENERAL'S MONTHLY REPORTS. 
STATEMENT of OuTHAGES in the County of Wtxfuri, during the Month of January 1835. 



DISTRICTS. Ctiief Constables. 



Extracts from Ctiief Constable’s Reports. 



Wexford - - Wm. P. Trench - 

Barony of Forth 
aiidpartofShel- 
malin. 

Taghmon - - J. H. Bracken • 

Barony of Bargey (2d class.) 
andpartofShel- 
malin. 



Arthur.stown - Robert Barry - 
Barony of Shel- 
burne. 

Oulart - - William Ball - 

Barony of Balagh- 
keen. 

Gorey - - William Bagge - 

Barony of Gorey 



Enniscovtliy - William Kelly' 
Barony of Scara- 
walsh. 



New Ross - - J. H. Hatton 

Barony of Bantry. 



» - This district is tranquil. During the recent 
contested county election there was great excite- 
ment and display of party and violent political 
feeling exhibited, whidi is now subsiding. Riots 
during the election were numerous. 

- - This district is tranquil. Violent political feel- 
ing was exhibited, both previous to and during the 
election, but has since subsided, and I have 
reason to hope will not lead to any disturbance of 
the public peace or the tranquillity that has pre- 
vailed in this district, 

• - One case of rescue (only) to report, during 
the month, of a man arrested under a civil bill 
decree. A warrant has been issued against the 
parties concerned. 

- - This district appears tranquil. Violent politi- 
cal feeling respecting the Wexford elections has 
prevailed during the month, caused by agitation 
and discussion. 

--This district is tranquil, and likely to continue 
so. No apparent agitation, with the exception 
of that arising out of election politics. No 
crime or outrage has occurred during the month. 

- - This district is perfectly tranquil, but agitated 
at present in consequence of the county election. 
No crime or outrage has taken place either in 
this or the preceding month. 

- - This district is tranquil at the present time. 
Political feeling is strongly excited consequent 
upon the recent elections. The public peace 
was not broken during the county election. — A 
considerable police force was stationed on duty 
in the town. 

- - This district has been cbnsiderably disturbed 
during the present month. Violent political feel- 
ing exists throughout the district, which has been 
materially excited by inflammatory speeches, 
delivered by the friends of the popular candidates 
for this county ; also by inflammatory placards 
posted throughout the county, and political dis- 
courses delivered in all the chapels. 

- - The forge of Richard Bergon, of Camorus, 
barony of Bantry, was forcibly entered, and his 
bellows cut. The cause assigned was for putting 
a shoe on Captain James Harvey’s horse, who was 
supposed to be canvassing for Messrs. Cliffe and 
Redmond. 

- - On the 23d instant, a number of persons 
assembled at the Cross Roads at Ballynaboole, 
distant from New Ross four miles. They attacked 
an escort proceeding to Wexford with voters, 
consisting of nine of the gth Lancers, one mounted 
and two dismounted police, under the command 
of John Edward Redmond, esq., j. p. and Chief- 
constable Hatton. The mob forced the free- 
holders away, broke the cars, and obliged Messrs. 
Redmond and Hatton, with the Lancers, &c. to 
fall back on the police barrack at Ballynaboole, 
whither the mob followed with great violence, 
pelting the party with stones. After much diffi- 
culty, they succeeded in arresting 18 of the 
rioters, who have been committed to Wexford 
gaol for trial at the next assizes. 
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STATEMENT df Outrages in the CdURty of IVe^ofd, diifing the Month of February 1835. 











DISTRICT. 


Chief Constables. 


Date. 


Extracts from Clilef Constables’ Reports. 


Oulart 

Barony of Balagb- 
keen^ 


William Ball - . 


1st ii 


- - This district is quite tranqbilj aftd Hkfely to 
continue so. No outrage to report, except ihrtt 
oh the night of the 1st instant there was a 
serious assault committed by two men, named 
Carty, who' waylaid and beat a person named 
Byrne, on his return from a funeral. They have 
absconded. 


Gorey 

Barony of Gorey. 


William Bagge - 




-- This district continues perfectly p^c^ble ; 
no outrage of any description has occurred during 
the month. ' 


Enniscorthy - 

Barony of Scara- 
walsh. 


William Kdlly - , 




- - This district is tranquil, but strong phlitit'dl 
feeling and party spirit exist to a great Extent, 
yet the public peace has not been disturbed 
: thereby. 


New Ross - 
Barony ofBantry. 


J. H. Hatton - 




; -- The general state of this district appears tran- 
quil ; but the system of exclusive dealing and in- 
1 timidation- continues to be carried on to a Consi- 
derable extent, and many well-iwcliiled pers'cms 
are obliged to join in this system, from the threats 
held out, and in some instances carried into effect, 
against persons disobeying the mandates of mob 
agitators. 


Wexford - - 

Barony of Forth 
and part ofShel- 
malin. 


Wm. P. Trenth - 

i 




• - This district is perfectly tranquil. On the 
night of Saturday, the 28th inst., between the 
hours of 9 and 10 o’clock, a man named Malone, 
who accompanied two country girls, sisters, from 
Wexford market on their way home, when passing 
through Grogan's road, near this town, he threw 
One of the girls into the ditch, and threw the 
other down on the road, and treated her brutally, 
having either committed or attempted to commit 
a rape. The police soon after took him into cus- 
tody, and the next morning informations being 
sworn against him, he has been committed for 
trial. 


Taghmon - 
Barony of Bargey 
and partof Shel* 
malier. 


, H. Brackett - 
(2d el^s-.> 




--This district is tranquil. A case of rescue 
took place on the 20th inst., resisting a civil bill 
■ decree. The parties are bound over to stand 
their trial at quarter sessions. No other outrage 
has occurred during the month. 


Arthurstown 
Barony of Shel- 
burne. 


Robert Barry - 




-- This district is at the present time peaceable. 
Four cases of sheep-stealing have occurred during 
the month. The sheep have been recovered at 
the fair of Graignemanna, in the county of Kil- 
kenny ; and a man named Thomas Power, who 
was selling them, has absconded. 



STATEMENT of Outrages in the County of Wexford, during the Month of March 1835. 



DISTRICT. 


Chief Constables. 


Date. 


Extracts from Chief Constables’ Reports. 


Wexford - 
Barony of Forth, 
andpartofShel- 
malin. 


W. P. Trench - 


26th 


- - This district is perfectly tranquil, and not agi- 
tated by party or political feeling at the present 
time. On the 26th inst. a man named John 
Arthur, who is supposed to have hanged the man 
lately executed in this town for committing a 
rape, was violently assaulted and ill-treated by a 
mob. Three persons, tlie principals, have been 
arrested, and committed to gaol for trial at 
quarter sessions. No other serious outrage has 
occurred durinc {he month. 


305. 






^ ^ (continued.) 
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DISTRICT. 


Chief ConsCabiea. 


Date. 


Extracts from Chief Constables’ Reports. 


Taghtnon ~ 
Barony of Bargy 

andpartofShel' 

malin. 


J. H. Bracken • 
(2d class.) 




--This district is tranquil; but there has been 
an increase of crime this month. With the ex 
® Baldwinstown, 

in the barony of Bargy, there are none of such a 
nature as to lead to fear any interruption to the 
usual tranquillity of this part of the county. No 
?pSr poetical feeling or party 


Oulart 

Barony ofBalagh- 
keen. 


William Ball 


- 


- - This district is perfectly tranquil. No out- 
thl^month*^^ description to report during 


Arthurstown 
Barony of Shel- 
burne. 


Robert Barry - 


* 


This district IS tranquil, and not agitated by 
party or political feeling at the present time. 


Gorey 

Barony of Gorey. 


^Villiam Bagge - 


- 


•-This district is tranquil, but somewhat agi- 
tated by party spirit, resulting from the late 
county election. 


Enniscortliy 
Barony of Scara- 
walsJ). 


William Kelly - 




- This district is in a tranquil state. The noli, 
tical and party feeling which exists has not been 
evinced in such a manner as to disturb the public 
peace. One case of malicious house-burning has 
occurred during the month, ® 


New Ross - 
Barony ofDantiy. 


J. H. Hatton 


3d. 


- - This district is tolerably tranquil. Four illegal 
notices, threatening persons, Have been left and 
posted during the month. 

■; 4:.,?*’“; property ofPatrick Dovle. parish 

of KilJan, barony of Bantry, was burned; his 
mo her had used violent threats, and it is supposed 
that she committed the act. 






17th. 


- - On the 1 7th inst. Charles Murphy of Minahore 
was violently assaulted, near Enniscorthy, on the 
borders of this district, and lies dangerously ill, 
but refuses to disclose the names of the persons 
who assaulted him. * 






28th. . 


• -On the 28th lost, a sail, the property of Mr. 
John Boyd of New Ross, was maliciously burned 
>n board a boat m the river. 



Dublin Castle. 



(True Copies.) 



w. COSSET, 
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